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Bookstorm™  
Let Your Voice Be Heard: the Life and Times of Pete Seeger, 
written by Anita Silvey, Clarion Books, 2016. 

Pete Seeger, the iconic folk musician and multiple Grammy 
winner, discovered early in life that what he wanted to do was 
make music. His amazing career as singer, songwriter, and banjo 
player spanned seven decades, and included both low points 
(being charged with contempt of Congress) and highlights 
(receiving the Kennedy Center Honor from President Clinton). 
An activist and protester, Seeger crusaded for the rights of labor, 
the rights of people of color, and the First Amendment right to 
let his voice be heard, and launched the successful campaign to 
clean up the Hudson River.  

Pete Seeger touched many lives, inspired many part-time and full-time activists, and several 
generations of folksingers. He spread a lot of love around the world with his dedication and his 
beliefs. This powerful biography encompasses a lot of history with many echoes reverberating 
today. You’ll find a good deal to discuss in Let Your Voice Be Heard.  

In many ways, Pete Seeger’s life echoes one of his most loved songs and stories, that of 
“Abiyoyo,” as the townspeople grow to realize they need the hero to slay the giants. “They 
needed his integrity and his ability to tell inconvenient truths. They needed him to do what 
he had been doing all along—singing about freedom and justice.” (pg. 83) 

“Throughout his life Pete Seeger remained committed to the idea that people need to come 
together. “It’s been my life’s work, to get participation, whether it’s a union song, a peace 
song, civil rights, or women’s movement, or gay liberation. When you sing, you feel, I’m not 
alone.” (pg. 84) 

Here, then, are books that we hope will inspire your young readers to “come together” in 
service to their ideas, the causes they feel most passionately part of a group changing our 
lives and our world. 
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COMPLEMENTARY BOOKS 

About Pete Seeger 

 
How Can I Keep from Singing? The Ballad of Pete Seeger, written by David King Dunaway, 
foreword by Pete Seeger, Villard, 2008. (written for adult readers) 

The author calls Seeger a “consummate performer and American rebel” and “an icon of 
conscience and culture.” This biography looks at seven decades of Pete Seeger’s life. 

Pete Seeger: In His Own Words, selected and edited by Rob Rosenthal and Sam Rosenthal, 
Paradigm Publishers, 2012. (written for adult readers) 

The Rosenthals collected unpublished letters, diaries, Seeger’s notes to himself, book 
introductions, album liner notes, and journal articles, editing them into an autobiography 
that reveals Pete Seeger’s many ideas, thoughts, and moods. 

Pete Seeger: The Power of Song, directed by Jim Brown, Genius 
Products, 2008. 

DVD documentary. With commentary by Joan Baez, Bob Dylan, 
Ronnie Gilbert, Tom Paxton, Bonnie Raitt, and Tom Smothers, 
among others, this is a powerful visual and musical tribute to 
Pete Seeger and his large part in the folk song revival and 
political activism. Pete’s granddaughter, Kitama Cahill-Jackson, 
was an associate producer on this film. 

Protest Singer: an Intimate Portrait of Pete Seeger, written by Alec 
Wilkinson, Vintage Books, 2010. (written for adult readers) 

Based on many interviews with Seeger, the author covers the musician’s life from 
childhood through the Clearwater Project, describing his love of folk music, people, his 
country, and the earth. 

Sing It! A Biography of Pete Seeger, written by Meryl Danziger, Triangle Square, 2016. (written for 
young readers) 

For a book written for the same age group to use to directly contrast and compare writing, 
voice, and research, this book written by the director of Music House is one of several 
about influential musicians. 

  

Website: Smithsonian Folkways Tribute to Pete Seeger (1919-2014):  
 http://www.folkways.si.edu/peteseeger 

 

http://www.folkways.si.edu/peteseeger
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Written by Pete Seeger 

Abiyoyo, written by Pete Seeger, illustrated by Michael Hays, Alladin, 1994. 

When the terrifying giant Abiyoyo comes to town, a ukulele and a magic wand are the 
best defense, much to the surprise—and gratitude—of the people who had ridiculed a 
boy and his father for their music and magic. The story can be read on several levels and 
is a good one for discussion. Reading Rainbow selection. 

Abiyoyo Returns, written by Pete Seeger and Paul DuBois Jacobs, illustrated by Michael Hays, 
Alladin, 2004. 

In this follow-up to the classic tale, the original boy is a father and the magician is a 
grandfather. The town has grown up, too. It’s beset by drought and floods for so long that 
a dam is needed. The dam can’t be built unless a huge rock is moved and no one is strong 
enough to move it. And then they think of Abiyoyo, whose strength could move the rock. 
But what about the danger? 

Deaf Musicians, written by Pete Seeger and Paul DuBois Jacobs, 
illustrated by R. Gregory Christie, G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2006. 

When Lee loses his hearing he also loses his job playing piano 
in a jazz band. On the subway, he meets a deaf sax player. 
Together they meet a deaf bass player. There on the subway, 
they begin playing music. A sign language interpreter 
becomes their singer. Soon crowds gather to watch them 
play. A good book for discussing differently abled people. 
Schneider Family Book Award. 

Everybody Says Freedom: A History of the Civil Rights Movement in Songs and Pictures, written by 
Pete Seeger and Bob Reiser with an introduction by the Rev. Jesse Jackson, W.W. Norton, 2009. 

The authors tell the story of the civil rights movement by focusing on the accounts of 
people involved and the songs that inspired them. You’ll find first-hand accounts of sit-
ins, freedom rides, and marches. Music and lyrics for 40 songs, short profiles of the 
activists, and photos that will help elucidate the history of this specific time from 1955 to 
1968. Everyday people created the civil rights movement: the authors encourage activism 
in the face of today’s challenges.  

How to Play the Five-String Banjo, written by Pete Seeger, Music Sales America, 1992 
(originally self-published in 1948). 

Considered the beginner’s primer of banjo playing, Pete first published this on 
mimeographed sheets nearly 70 years ago. Step-by-step instructions accomplish the 
difficult job of teaching a musical instrument on paper. And there aren’t that many banjo 
teachers in the world.  
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I Had a Rooster: a Traditional Folk Song, written and illustrated by 
Laura Vaccaro Seeer, with an introduction by Pete Seeger, Viking 
Juvenile, 2001. 

Based on a traditional folksong made popular by Pete Seeger, his 
foreword relates memories of singing this song and includes 
sketches he did when visiting schools. It’s a cumulative story, 
beginning with a rooster, “I had a rooster and the rooster pleased 
me / I fed my rooster on the green berry tree,” then adding more 
animals. A good interactive read-aloud. 

Incompleat Folksinger, written by Pete Seeger, Simon & Schuster, 1972.  
(written for adult readers) 

Look for this book in a used bookstore because it’s out of print. A wonderful 
autobiography finds Pete sharing his thoughts about growing up, the history he 
witnessed, and the active roles he took for causes dear to his heart. There’s a satisfying 
amount about his music and his work on the Sing Out! Magazine. 

Pete Seeger’s Storytelling Tradition, written by Pete Seeger and Paul DuBois Jacobs, Harvest 
Books, 2001. 

Worried that we are becoming “a nation of spectators,” the authors encourage parents, 
caregivers, and educators to tell stories, the more often the better. They offer stories to get 
you started, ways to become comfortable relating these stories, and ideas for inventing 
your own. There are delicious stories in this volume. Give the book a try! 

Where Have All the Flowers Gone? A Sing-Along Memoir, written by Pete Seeger, W.W. Norton 
& Co., 1993. (written for adult readers) 

This book (which includes a CD with examples from 267 songs!) finds Seeger commenting 
on everything from his life to his music, his social activism to his songwriting, with plenty 
of anecdotes along the way. 

Pete Seeger’s Music 

Abiyoyo & Other Story Songs for Children, Pete Seeger, Smithsonian Folkways, 1992.  

A classic, well-loved by generations, which includes the title song, “Sweepy Sweepy 
Sweepy,” “Green Grass Grows All Around,” and “One Grain of Sand.” 

American Folk, Game & Activity Songs for Children, Pete Seeger, Smithsonian Folkways, 2000. 

There are 22 delightful songs on this CD, many of them traditional songs such as “Skip to 
My Lou,” “Ring Around the Rosy,” and “Yankee Doodle,” as well as some that will be 
less familiar such as “New River Train,” “Pig in the Parlor,” and “Billy Barlow.” Play 
these in the car and sing along, play them at home and dance, play them in school and 
learn about the history that goes with each of the songs. 
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Children’s Concert at Town Hall, Pete Seeger, Columbia, 1990. 

For a good sampling of songs traditionally of interest to 
children, you’ll find “Michael, Row the Boat Ashore,” “Oh, 
Shenandoah,” “I’ve Been Working on the Railroad,” and “This 
Land is Your Land” among the 24 songs available. 

If I Had a Hammer: Songs of Hope and Struggle, music by Pete 
Seeger, Smithsonian Folkways, 1998. 

You’ll find many of the human rights songs on this CD, including “We Shall Overcome,” 
“Study War No More,” “If I Had a Hammer,” “Talking Union,” and “Last Night I Had 
the Strangest Dream.” This is a compilation drawn from several of Pete Seeger’s albums. 

Civil Rights 

 
Child of the Civil Rights Movement, written by Paula Young Shelton, 
illustrated by Raul Colón, Schwartz & Wade, 2009. 

Written by Andrew Young’s daughter, this is an inside view of 
the people and groups who worked to gain civil rights in the 
1950s and 1960s. The book culminates with the passage of the 
Voting Rights Act in 1965. 

Freedom on the Menu, written by Carole Boston Weatherford, 
illustrated by Jerome Lagarrigue, Dial Books, 2004. 

In the segregated south, there are signs all over town telling Connie where she can and 
cannot go. When four young men take a stand at a Woolworth’s lunch counter in 
Greensboro, North Carolina, change is happening. Although she is very young, Connie 
helps by making signs for the cause. 

Freedom Summer, written by Deborah Wiles, illustrated by Jerome Lagarrigue, Atheneum, 2014. 

This picture book is set in Mississippi during the summer of 1964 when towns were 
ordered to desegregate. Rather than open up their swimming pools and roller rinks and 
stores to African Americans, some of these towns boarded up these facilities and 
buildings. Told from the viewpoint of a young white boy whose best friend is black, this 
is a powerful story. 

Music: A song to listen to and sing: “We Shall Overcome,“ a true folk song, attributed 
to a 1901 hymn, “I’ll Overcome Some Day,” and passed along through 
Highlander Folk School of Monteagle, TN, Guy Carawan, Pete Seeger, Joan 
Baez, and many more. 
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Freedom’s Children: Young Civil Rights Activists Tell Their Own Stories, written by Ellen S. 
Levine, G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1993. 

Thirty African-American children who were committed to the Civil Rights Movement 
recall, in their own words, what it was like to be young and black living in the 1950s and 
1960s. 

Glory Be, written by Augusta Scattergood, Scholastic Press, 2012. 

Gloriana June Hemphill lives in Hanging Moss, Mississippi. The 
summer of 1964, just as she’s going to turn twelve, her town is 
ordered to desegregate the public pool. Told from Glory’s 
perspective with observations from Laura, a northern girl 
visiting for the summer, this is a good book about how some 
southern towns reacted to the new laws. 

Lions of Little Rock, written by Kristin Levine, G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2012. 

As twelve-year-old Marlee starts middle school in 1958 Little 
Rock, it feels like her whole world is falling apart. Until she meets Liz, the new girl at 
school. Liz is everything Marlee wishes she could be: she's brave, brash and always 
knows the right thing to say. But when Liz leaves school without even a good-bye, the 
rumor is that Liz was caught passing for white. Marlee decides that doesn't matter. She 
just wants her friend back. And to stay friends, Marlee and Liz are even willing to take 
on segregation and the dangers their friendship could bring to both their families. 

No Crystal Stair: a Documentary Novel of the Life and Times of Lewis 
Michaux, Harlem Bookseller, written by Vaunda Micheaux Nelson, 
Carolrhoda Books, 2012. Coretta Scott King Author Honor Book. 

It’s a documentary novel because Nelson combines research, 
primary resources, and storytelling to relate the story of her 
great uncle, the man who built the bookstore in Harlem that 
“became the intellectual center of Harlem, a refuge for everyone 
from Muhammad Ali to Malcolm X.“ It’s a remarkable and 
inspiring story that is based on a real hero. 

One Crazy Summer, written by Rita Williams-Garcia, Amistad, 2010. 

In the first of three books about Delphine, Vonetta, and Fern, the three sisters are 
traveling to visit their mother in Oakland, California in 1968. Their mother doesn’t seem 
interested in them, she sends them to a day camp run by the Black Panthers, and she 
orders them to stay out of the kitchen, causing much consternation. Funny and touching 
and filled with history, all three are very good books. 
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Separate is Never Equal: Sylvia Menendez and Her Family’s Fight for 
Desegregation, written and illustrated by Duncan Tonatiuh, Harry 
N. Abrams, 2014. Jane Addams Award. 

Sylvia Mendez and her parents helped end school 
segregation in California. An American citizen of Mexican 
and Puerto Rican heritage who spoke and wrote perfect 
English, Mendez was denied enrollment to a “Whites only” 
school. Her parents took action by organizing the Hispanic 
community and filing a lawsuit in federal district court. Their 
success eventually brought an end to the era of segregated 
education in California. 

Sit-In: How Four Friends Stood Up By Sitting Down, written by Andrea Davis Pinkney, 
illustrated by Brian Pinkney, Jane Addams Honor Book. 

This picture book is a celebration of the 50th anniversary of the momentous Woolworth's 
lunch counter sit-in, when four college students staged a peaceful protest that became a 
defining moment in the struggle for racial equality and the growing civil rights 
movement. 

Stella by Starlight, written by Sharon M. Draper, Atheneum, 2015. 

Stella and her brother JoJo witness a Klu Klux Klan meeting in their town of Bumblee, 
North Carolina, which is a harbinger of trouble for the African American community 
living there. Set during the Depression, it’s a story of the kindness of neighbors, 
courageous men and women who stand up for their rights, and children who are 
learning to navigate the world. 

When Thunder Comes: Poems for Civil Rights Leaders, written by J. Patrick 
Lewis, illustrations by Jim Burke, R. Gregory Christie, Tonya Engel, 
John Parra, and Meilo So, Chronicle Books, 2012. 

An excellent compilation of short, poetic biographies of civil rights 
leaders such as Mohandas Gandhi and Coretta Scott King, along 
with lesser-known but strong activists Aung San Suu Kyi, Mamie 
Carthan Till, Sylvia Mendez. This is a book that stirs passions, 
inviting young readers to become civil rights leaders for their 
chosen cause. 

Witness, written by Karen Hesse, Scholastic Press, 2001. 

A novel in verse told by 11 characters, including Leanora, a young African American 
girl, and Esther, a young Jewish girl, this is set in 1924 in a small Vermont town when 
the Ku Klux Klan wields its influence. 
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Labor Movement 

Ain’t Nothing But a Man: My Quest to Find the Real John Henry, written by Scott Reynolds 
Nelson with Marc Aronson, National Geographic, 2007.  

Nelson presents the famous folk song as a mystery to be unraveled, identifying the 
embedded clues within the lyrics, which he examines to uncover many surprising 
truths. He investigates the legend and reveals the real John Henry in this beautifully 
illustrated book. 

Brave Girl: Clara and the Shirtwaist Makers’ Strike of 1909, written by Michelle Markel, 
illustrated by Melissa Sweet, Balzer + Bray, 2013. 

This picture book tells the true story of Clara Lemlich, an immigrant to America, who 
was hired to work in the women’s garment factories, where she finds appalling 
conditions and very little pay. Clara leads “the largest walkout of women workers in 
U.S. history.” Sweet’s illustration add to the depth of the story. 

Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type, written by Doreen Cronin,, illustrated by Betsy Lewin, 
Simon & Schuster, 2000. Caldecott Honor Book. 

When Farmer Brown’s cows politely write him a note asking for blankets to keep them 
warm in the barn, he says no. Acting as a go-between, Duck bargains with both the 
cows and the farmer, eventually reaching an agreement that satisfies everyone. 

Dolores Huerta: A Hero to Migrant Workers, written by Sarah Warren, 
illustrated by Robert Casilla, Two Lions, 2012. Jane Addams Honor 
Book. 

Co-founder of the National Farm Workers Association and 
founder of the Dolores Huerta Foundation which trains people 
to advocate for fair and safe workplaces, this book informs 
young readers about this heroine’s life work. "Dolores is a 
peacemaker. She doesn't use violence to make the bosses pay 
attention; she grabs them with her words. She encourages the 
workers to use their voices, too, until the bosses learn how to be fair."  

  

Music: A song to listen to and sing: “Talking Union,” lyrics written by Millard 
Lampell, Lee Hays, and Pete Seeger while singing with The Almanac Singers; 
tune from Woody Guthrie’s “Talking Dust Bowl Blues.” 
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Factory Girl, written by Barbara Greenwood, Kids Can Press, 2007. 

Emily Watson's fictional experiences are interwoven with nonfiction sections describing 
family life in a slum, the fight to improve social conditions, the plight of working 
children then and now, and archival photos that add to the story. 

First Day in Grapes, written by L. King Perez, illustrated by Robert 
Casilla, Lee & Low, 2002. 

Chico is often the new kid at school as his family moves from 
one migrant camp to another. Sometimes bullied, sometimes 
welcomed, he learns to stand tall and use his strong math ability 
to resist the hurtful words. An empathetic portrayal of what life 
is like for children who move often because of their parents’ 
work. 

Harvesting Hope: The Life of Cesar Chavez, written by Kathleen Krull, 
illustrated by Yuyi Morales, Harcourt, 2003.  

A hero to migrant workers and other solidarity activists, Chavez led a grape pickers’ 
strike and march in California in 1965. This is a stirring picture  book biography. 

Joelito’s Big Decision/ La gran decisión de Joelito, written by Ann Bernak, illustrated by Daniel 
Comacho, translated by Jose Antonio Gallaso, Hardball Press, 2015 

Joelito goes with his family every Friday night to MacMann’s for a burger. Tonight is 
different because Joelito’s best friend is picketing the restaurant because his parents 
receive such low wages for working there. Will Joelito and his family cross the picket 
line? 

Long Hard Journey: the Story of the Pullman Porter, written by Patricia 
McKissack and Frederick McKissack, Walker 1989. 

When George Pullman created luxurious sleep cars for cross-
country trains, African-American workers, many of them newly 
freed from slavery, were grateful for a job. As porters aboard 
these trains, they soon came to realize how deplorable the 
conditions were and how mistreated they were. Subsequent 
generations, led by A. Philip Randolph, organized a strike for a 
better working environment and fair pay. There are songs, first-
hand accounts, and captivating stories to engage readers. 
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Lyddie, written by Katherine Paterson, Dutton, 1991. 

Forced to leave home because of family tragedy, Lyddie is determined to regain her 
farm. As she travels to Lowell, Massachusetts for work, she gains work in the mill 
where she eventually becomes involved in labor politics, fighting for her own rights and 
those of her co-workers. The story is fiction but the historical detail is well-researched 
and informative. 

¡Si, Se Peude! Yes, We Can! Janitor Strike in L.A., written by 
Diana Cohn, illustrated by Francisco Delgado, Cinco 
Puntos Press, 2002. 

Carlitos’ mother waves him off to school each 
morning as she returns from her overnight job 
cleaning a high-rise office building in downtown LA. 
Then she goes to sleep. One day she comes home to 
say she can’t make enough money to support 
Carlitos and his abuelita so she and the other janitors 
are going to strike for better pay. Based on a true story of the Janitors’ Strike in 2000, it’s 
a loving story in which Carlitos tries to figure out a way he can support the strike. 

Tomas and the Library Lady, written by Pat Mora, illustrated by Raul Colón, Alfred A. Knopf, 
1997. Available in Spanish as Tomas y la Señora de la Biblioteca. 

The son of migrant farm workers, Tomas visits the public library in the Iowa town 
outside of which his family is picking corn one summer. He gathers stories from the 
library to tell the family at night when they are resting. Tomas gains a special friend in 
the librarian, a woman who makes him feel as though the library is a welcoming home.  

Folk Music, Collecting, Playing, and Singing 

Alan Lomax: The Man Who Recorded the World, written by John Szwed, Viking, 2010. (written 
for adult readers) 

Lomax wore many hats: folklorist, archivist, anthropologist, political activist, 
ethnomusicologist, concert and record producer. He began his career by recording the 
people’s music where they worked and lived, archiving his recordings in the Library of 
Congress. He introduced Woody Guthrie, Pete Seeger, Leadbelly, and Burl Ives to the 
world. Some people admired him and some people didn’t. This is a biography worth 
reading for the overview it provides and the backdrop it will give your study of Pete 
Seeger. 
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American Favorite Ballads: Tunes and Songs as Sung by Pete Seeger, efdited by Edith Haim and 
Irwin Silber, Oak Archives, 2006 (originally published in 1964). 

This volume contains words and music for 84 traditional folk songs that were “in Pete’s 
songbag.” Pete Seeger’s own comments are included. The book is iillustrated by prints 
and woodcuts. 

American Folk Songs for Children, arranged by Ruth Crawford Seeger, 
illustrated by Barbara Cooney, Music Sales America, 2002. 

This classic book is much loved for its approachable 
arrangements and many verses of songs that can be sung by the 
whole family. Cooney’s illustrations add a memorable charm. 
Seeger was a composer and musicologist, as well as being Pete 
Seeger’s stepmother, who worked with Alan and John Lomax at 
the Library of Congress to preserve and teach folk music. 

Folk Song USA, collected by John A. and Alan Lomax, musical 
arrangements by Charles and Ruth Seeger, guitar chords by Pete 
Seeger, Plume, 1975 (originally published in 1947) 

If you’re interested in folk music, then take the time to search out this book. Featuring 111 
songs gathered from the musicians themselves, these are easy to sing and play thanks to 
simple arrangements by the Seegers. Notations on each song tell a bit about rural 
American life before the second World War. This is a treasure trove of the music of 
America. 

Sing Out! The Folk Song Magazine. http://singout.org/ 

Printed continuously since 1950, here’s a short history from their website: “After World 
War II, a number of artists and enthusiasts including Pete Seeger, Woody Guthrie, Lee 
Hays, Paul Robeson, Alan Lomax, Irwin Silber and Earl Robinson sought to combine 
political activism and music as they had before the war. They banded together as People’s 
Songs, Inc. and began publishing a monthly bulletin to ‘create, promote, and distribute 
songs of labor and the American people.’” 

This Land Was Made for You and Me: The Life and Songs of Woody Guthrie, written by Elizabeth 
Partridge, Viking, 2002. 

Woody Guthrie traveled all over America observing, talking, and writing music about the 
people who lived in small towns and farms, worked in coal mines, and punched the time 
clock at dingy, often-unsafe factories. He gave voice to the struggle and impossible 
conditions of the Great Depression, the labor movement, and the death of soldiers and 
sailors in World War II. This is the story of his life, backed by interviews with many 
primary resources such as Pete Seeger and Arlo Guthrie (Woody’s son). 
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Which Side Are You On? The Story of a Song, written by George Ella Lyon, illustrated by 
Christopher Cardinale, Cinco Puntos Press, 2011. 

In 1931, Kentucky coal miners struck for better pay, working conditions, and health 
care. It was a dangerous strike as company thugs used guns to dissuade the crowd. This 
is the story of the wife and family of one of the coal miners. Florence Reece wrote the 
song “Whose Side Are You On?” during a rain of bullets, determined to express what 
the coal miners needed. The song is now sung the world over. 

Additionally, you’ll want to suggest research at the library and online into these people and 
singing groups referenced in Let Your Voice Be Heard: 

• Almanac Singers  
• Joan Baez 
• Harry Chapin 
• Judy Collins 
• Arlo Guthrie 
• The Kingston Trio 
• Leadbelly 

• John Mellencamp 
• Peter, Paul and Mary 
• Tao Rodriguez-Seeger 
• Bruce Springsteen 
• The Weavers  
• Woody Guthrie 

 
Politics: Under Suspicion and Blacklisted (Censorship) 

Catch a Tiger by the Toe, written by Ellen Levine, Viking Juvenile, 2005.  

Jamie Morse lives in The Bronx in 1953 where she’s afraid for her dad, who is suspected of 
being a Communist. What can she do to protect him … and herself … from people who 
are rabidly hunting Communists? 

Catch You Later, Traitor, written by Avi, Algonquin Young Readers, 2015. 

It’s 1951, and twelve-year-old Pete Collison is a regular kid who 
loves detective stories and radio crime dramas. When an FBI agent 
shows up at Pete’s doorstep, accusing Pete’s father of being a 
Communist, Pete is caught in a real-life mystery. Could there 
really be Commies in his family? 

Cold War, written by Josepha Sherman. Lerner Publications 2004.  

For background information about the 1950s, the author covers 
“The Rise of the Superpowers,” including a brief rundown on both 
the US and Russian revolutions and the partitioning of Europe during and after World 
War II. Communism, the Red Scare, and spying. Back matter includes glossary, timeline 
of Cold War events, maps, and reading list. 

 



Bookstorm™ for Let Your Voice Be Heard: The Life and Times of Pete Seeger by Anita Silvey, page 13 of 17 
(Clarion Books, 2016) created by Vicki Palmquist for Winding Oak | Children’s Literature.  
Copyright © 2016. May be copied for educational use, but may not be reprinted or re-sold  
for commercial purposes. bookologymagazine.com 
 

Crucible, written by Arthur Miller, Penguin Classics, 2003.  

First produced in 1953, at a time when America was convulsed by a new epidemic of 
witch-hunting, The Crucible brilliantly explores the threshold between individual guilt 
and mass hysteria, personal spite and collective evil. It is a play that is not only 
relentlessly suspenseful and vastly moving but that compels readers to fathom their 
hearts and consciences in ways that only the greatest theater ever can. 

How NOT to Run for President, written by Catherine Clark, Egmont Publishers, 2012. 

When Aidan plays his clarinet with the band at a presidential candidate’s rally, he ends 
up saving her life. She’s so impressed by his thoughts on how to better run America that 
she invites him along on tour … where Aidan learns a lot about how politics works. 

Kid Who Ran for President, written by Dan Gutman, Scholastic, 1996. 

A kid running for president? Anything is possible. With an agenda to 
lighten the burdens of homework and make the country friendlier for 
kids, Judson Moon’s Lemonade Party runs for the highest office in 
1999. Still current, this is a farcical look at running for office but the 
facts are in place and a good discussion can begin.  Why can’t 
someone younger than 35 run for president? 

Loud Silence of Francine Green, written by Karen Cushman, Clarion, 2006. 

Francine doesn’t speak up much: nobody is interested in listening. But when Sophie 
Bowman shows up at All Saints School for Girls, Francine is drawn to her and her way of 
saying what she thinks, even to adults. Set in the 1950s when the House UnAmerican 
Activities Committee was blacklisting people, even people Francine knows in Hollywood, 
she is challenged to user her own voice to say what she believes in. 

Nothing But the Truth, written byAvi, Scholastic Press, 1991. Newbery Honor Book. 

In this thought-provoking examination of freedom, patriotism, and respect, ninth-grader, 
Philip Malloy, is kept from joining the track team by his failing grades in English class. 
Convinced that the teacher just doesn't like him, Philip concocts a plan to get transferred 
out of her class. Breaking the school's policy of silence during the national anthem, he 
hums along, and ends up in a crisis at the center of the nation's attention. 
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Rise and Fall of Senator Joe McCarthy, by James Cross Giblin, Clarion 
Books, 2009.  

Looking at the Senator’s childhood and rise to political position, 
as well as his focus on finding Communists in America, to his 
eventual disgrace, this book also talks about the people and 
organizations harmed by his singlemindedness and 
determination. Teen readers and older. 

Shadow of Red: Communism and the Blacklist in Radio and Television, by 
David Everitt, Ivan R Dee publisher, 2007. (written for adult readers) 

Traces the hunt for communists and Soviet sympathizers back to its roots. For the older 
reader or an educator who wishes to gain background. 

Summer We Got Saved, written by Pat Cunningham Devoto, Grand Central Publishing, 2005. 

Growing up down the road from the founding place of the KKK, Tab and Tina have 
always been sheltered. But when their progressive aunt, Eugenia, comes for her yearly 
visit, Tab and Tina's lives will never be the same. Taken from their conservative town in 
Alabama to the Highlander Folk School, a place where blacks and whites live together 
while working for integration, Tab and Tina will see just how similar people really are.  

Protesting War (Vietnam) 

10,000 Days of Thunder: a History of the Vietnam War, written by Philip Caputo, Atheneum, 2006. 

The Vietnam War lasted 10,000 days. That’s more than 27 years. The reasons for the 
conflict, the battles, soldiers, villagers, medics, journalists, and the people back home are 
all covered in this moving book. 

  

Music: “Where Have All the Flowers Gone?” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1tqtvxG8O4 

Music: “Turn, Turn, Turn” (melody written by Pete Seeger, words from Ecclesiastes, 
sung by Pete Seeger and Judy Collins) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PhZ0z8pBFw 

Music: “Waist Deep in the Big Muddy” (WWII, Vietnam, written by Pete Seeger, 
this is the song that was censored from The Smothers Brothers Show) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j3SysxG6yoE 
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Lost in the War, written by Nancy Antle, Dial Books, 1998. 

Lisa's father was killed in the Vietnam War. Her mother is depressed and she’s having 
nightmares about her tour of duty as a nurse. When Lisa's history teacher assigns the 
students a project on Vietnam, Lisa refuses. She is tired of the war, tired of Vietnam and 
how it tore apart her family. In time, however, she comes to accept the past and with the 
help of supportive people, her family begins to heal. 

Patrol, written by William Dean Myers, illustrated by Ann 
Grifalconi, HarperCollins, 2005. 

A young American soldier waits for his enemy, rifle in 
hand, finger on the trigger. He is afraid to move and yet 
afraid not to move. Gunshots crackle in the still air. The 
soldier fires blindly into the distant trees at an unseen 
enemy. He crouches and waits -- heart pounding, tense and 
trembling, biting back tears. When will it all be over? 

Shooting the Moon, written by Frances O’Roark Dowell, Atheneum, 2009. 

Jamie's father is a colonel in the army, and she's thrilled and envious when her brother 
enlists and goes to Vietnam. When she starts to get rolls of film from him, instead of 
letters, and learns how to develop them, she gradually sees the horrors of what he has 
experienced, and her view of the world changes. Her self-awareness grows as she matures 
and sees things as they really are. 

The Wall, written by Eve Bunting, illustrated by Ronald Himler, 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 1992.  

A boy and his father visit the Viet Nam War Memorial in 
Washington, DC, to look for his grandfather's name. His 
father says he is proud that his dad's name is there, but the 
boy says he would rather his grandpa was there with them. 
This is a deeply moving story that communicates the 
Vietnam Memorial's meaning to the American people. 
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Think Globally, Act Locally 

A is for Activist, written and illustrated by Innosanto Nagara, Triangle Square, 2013. (Board 
Book) (Also available in Spanish A de activista, translated by Martha E. Gonzalez) 

An ABC board book written and illustrated for the next generation of progressives: 
families who want their kids to grow up in a space that is unapologetic about activism, 
environmental justice, civil rights, LGBTQ rights, and everything else that activists 
believe in and fight for. 

Be a Changemaker: How to Start Something That Matters, written by Laurie 
Ann Thompson, with a foreword from Bill Drayton, Simon & Schuster, 
2014 

Do you wish you could make a difference in your community or 
even the world? This inspiring guide will teach you how to 
research ideas, build a team, recruit supportive adults, fundraise, 
host events, work the media, and, most importantly, create lasting 
positive change. 

  

Music: “Garbage” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZesRAo5PBg 

Music: “Sailing Down My Golden River,” Bread and Roses Concert, Oct 1977, UC 
Berkeley https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JVnHHaB-5oc 

Project: The Clearwater Project, cleaning up the Hudson River, spearheaded by Pete 
Seeger, http://www.clearwater.org/ 

Quote:  “A few committed individuals can change the world. It’s the only thing that 
ever has,” —Pete Seeger. 

Quote: Sand County Almanac “People only mourn the loss of what they have 
learned to love.” —Aldo Leopold, Sand County Almanac 

Quote: “This banjo surrounds hate and forces it to surrender.” —inscribed on Pete 
Seeger’s banjo. 

Video: “This Land is Your Land,” sung by Pete Seeger, Bruce Springsteen, Tao 
Rodriguez-Seeger, and people attending President Barack Obama’s 
Inauguration in 2009. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnvCPQqQWds 

Website: DoSomething.org: Young people + social change: 
https://www.dosomething.org/us 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnvCPQqQWds
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Do Something! A Handbook for Young Activists, written by Vanessa 
Martir, Nancy Lublin, and Julia Steers, Workman Publishing, 2010. 

An offshoot of DoSomething.org, this book shows kids how to get 
involved with step-by-step guides. There are 33 action plans, 
places to apply for grants, website connections, quizzes, stories 
about other kids who are taking action. 

I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the World, 
written by Malala Yousafzai and Patricia McCormick, Little, Brown, 2014. 

Raised in Pakistan, once the Taliban took over women were no longer allowed to go to 
the market and girls were no longer allowed to be educated. This is the autobiography of 
the young woman who challenged their authority and was severely injured, but 
recovered. Malala is the youngest person to win a Nobel Peace Prize. 

Kids with Courage: True Stories About Young People Making a Difference, written by Barbara A. 
Lewis, Free Spirit Publishing, 1992. 

The true stories of 18 kids “with the courage to speak out, fight back, come to the rescue, 
and stand up for their beliefs.” Gun violence, gangs, poverty, sexual abuse, all of these 
challenges were met with careful planning and action. 

Real Kids, Real Stories, Real Change: Courageous Actions Around the World, written by Garth 
Sundem,  

From scooping dog poop to warning her town of a tsunami to fighting the application of 
pesticides in his neighborhood, these thirty kids ages 6 to 15 changed their communities 
for the better. 

We Were There, Too! Young People Who Are Making a Difference: How They Do It—How You Can, 
Too! written by Phillip M. Hoose, with a foreword by Pete Seeger, Little, Brown, 2002. 

From racial equality to the environment to world peace, there are young people who are 
passionately working and volunteering to make a difference today. Here are fourteen 
true stories about these young people, inspiring, intense, and energizing! 

We Were There, Too! Young People in U.S. History, by Phillip M. Hoose, Farrar, Straus & 
Giroux, 2001. 

This version of Hoose’s books on young activists looks at young people throughout US 
history, including a boy who sailed with Columbus, a girl who masqueraded as a male 
soldier during the Revolutionary War, and a young man who pitched for the Cincinnati 
Reds during World War II because so many of their players enlisted to fight. Especially 
appreciated are brief sections that tell what happened to each person when they grew up.  

 


